Project Reports for 2006

In 2006, ACEN has organized an one-day symposium "Electrochemistry Workshop for Educators" on April 21, hosted by the National University of Singapore and the Singapore National Institute of Chemistry (SNIC) and organized by Dr. Chee-Seng Toh of SNIC. The workshops were presented by three speakers with the following topics:  "Electrochemical Techniques : Fundamentals & Applications" by Dr. Paul Duckworth, Secretary, Electrochemical Division, Royal Australian Chemical Institute (EDRACI); "Electrochemistry of Thin Film Materials" by Dr. Marco Musiani, Research Director, Dirigente di Ricerca, ENI CNR, Padova, Italy and "Potentiometric Sensors  Principles and Applications" by Dr. Bahruddin Saad, Professor, School of Chemical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia. 

The first issue of volumn 9, of the Chemiscal Education Journal (CEJ) Asian Edition published jointly by ACEN and the Society of Computer Chemistry Japan, has been released in April 2006 (http://chem.sci.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp/​v9n1/indexE.html). The second issue is scheduled to be published in December 2006, with four invited articles from Sri Lanka (JNO), Korea, U.S., Taipei, and three contributed papers from Iran, Japan, and Turkey.

In 2007 ACEN is planned to organize the "International Symposium on Innovations in Chemical Education (ICE)" in conjunction with the 12th ACC. This symposium will be jointly organized by the FACS Projects ChIN and LCI-MSC, together with Prof. Povrosky from UNESCO. 

Seed money of 2006 has been spent on the Electrochemistry Workshop in Singapore. Seed money of 2007 is requested for sponsoring speakers to ICE2007 during the 12th ACC.

In 2006 ANEC has published a recent issue of NECTAR, "Network for Environmental Chemistry Throughout the Asian-pacific Region" on August, 2006 (http://www.facs-as.org/projects/NECTAR-August-2006.pdf). In this report it has mentioned a meeting organized by the Australian Center for Human Health Risk Assessment at Melbourne in July. In the two-day meeting, subjects such as the reduction of pesticide spray drift, cyanobacterial toxins, air-borne volatiles, and in-vitro toxicity test for modeling human effects has been discusses. 


The seed money in 2007 is requested for the activities related to the 12th ACC in Kuala Lumpur.


A local APFAN Symposium Organising Committee chaired by Professor Aminah Abdullah, Faculty of Science and Technology, UKM has been set up in 2006 to progress the APFAN Symposium which will be held in conjunction with 12 ACC in Kuala Lumpur in 2007. Dr Howard Bradbury, former Coordinator of APFAN has been invited and has agreed to deliver the keynote address. It is expected that a ‘first notice’ brochure will be available early in 2007.

Seed moneys for 2006 and 2007 are requested to assist with the travel funding for Dr Bradbury.


ChIN’s main activity in 2006 includes the continuing effort to maintain two web sites, ChIN and FACS official web sites. The number of visitors to FACS web site grows continuously since 2001. The results of a recent access log analysis showed that the total page requests have exceeded 630,000 annually. The following figure shows the statistics of annual access to FACS web site since 2001
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The running costs of ChIN and FACS web sites have been provided by Chinese Academy of Sciences. Seed money of ChIN in 2006–2007 is requested for organizing a ChIN mini-symposium in 12ACC.


An international conference and exhibition - MCC2006 on Green Chemistry (GC), has been held successfully by IKM on 19-21, 2006, at Sunway Pyramid Convention Center, Pentaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia. This conference was supported by the Ministry of Science Malaysia, FACS, and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons based in the Netherlands. Amongst the objectives of the Conference were to promote and update on the development in green and sustainable chemistry as well as to provide a platform for networking and exchange of knowledge and information. Topics related to the advances of green chemistry included clean chemical technology, catalysis for green chemical processes, fuel cells/renewable fuels and green energy, natural and green polymers, green chemistry education, clean development mechanism, biodegradation and bioremediation/recycling of waste, frontiers of green chemistry/solutions to green market, ionic liquids and green solvents,  and implementation of green and sustainable chemistry by industry. The four plenary lectures presented were: "Global Information Commons for Green Chemistry" by Prof. Shuichi Iwata, Japan; "Biomimetic Nanotechnology – a Bio-Nano Convergence" by Dr Terence Turney, Australia; "Building up Sustainable Businesses at DSM" by Dr Joseph Put, Netherlands; and "Petro- vs. Bio-based Polymers" by Prof. Piet J. Lemstra, Netherlands. About 310 participants attended the conference, which includes 32 sessions with a total of 130 papers comprising 4 plenary papers, 21 keynote papers, 30 invited papers, 55 technical papers and 20 posters. They were presented in 3 concurrent sessions throughout the 3-day conference. 

The seed money of USD 1,000 for 2005 and 2006 has been used to support three speakers coming from Thailand, Hong Kong, and India to the Conference.


In 2006 the first issue of "Low-Cost Instrumentation & Microscale Chemistry" (LCI-MSC) Newsletter was published. A report on the "3rd Symposium on Microscale Chmeistry", which was held at Universidad Iberoamericana-Cliudad in Mexico on 18-21 May 2005, was presented. Copies of the newsletter were sending out to Member Societies of FACS. A website of LCI-MSC Project (http://www.hkbu.edu.hk/~iwlcimc) under the auspices of FACS has been developed. The site serves as a platform to promote interactions among different countries/regions in Asia. Several low-cost teaching kits and a number of experiments focused on environmental chemistry were provided. 

In collaboration with local education authority, a number of teacher workshops have been conducted. Both primary and secondary school teachers benefited from the workshops. New teaching kits have been developed by LCI-MSC at Hong Kong Baptist University. A good example was the kit for testing air pollutants including NO​2, SO2, O3, and total suspended particulates (TSP), by using simple experimental procedures. A joint schools air-monitoring station pilot project has started in November, 2006. Biweekly data on the above four kinds of air pollutants are collected by each of the participating schools. In another example, “Water Parameters Analysis Set” and “Breathalyzer” were developed as “low cost teaching kits” to enhance the teaching of environmental chemistry and forensic chemistry. To publish laboratory manuals exemplified the use of the low-cost instrumentation in improving laboratory teaching.


New activities along with the continuation of on-going projects are proposed in 2007. Seed money of USD 1,000 for 2006-2007 is requested for supporting the trips of symposium organizers to attend the 12ACC in Kuala Lumpur.


Prof. Winkler, Director of MNPC, has involved in some significant activities leading up to 12ACC in 2007. This is in conjunction with an RACI meeting, the combination aimed to increase the number of Australian participants and speakers and the level of financial support. He is also involved in the Pacifichem planning committee. The conference provide substantial financial bursary support for chemists from Asian countries, and he is working on having this support increased. The conference would like to see many more delegates from Asian countries and the bursaries are aimed to help boost attendance. The financial assistance will benefit chemists from many FACS member societies and he would like the FACS to help promote this financial assistance.  


Prof. Winkler requests the use of 2006 and 2007 seed money to support him to run MCNP symposia at 12ACC in Kuala Lumpur next year. It will be used to support the transportation cost for speakers.
PAGE  
1

