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The 2005 ANEC 
Conference will take place  
in conjunction with 11ACC 
in Seoul, South Korea.  
Sessions will be open to 
both invited and 
contributed papers.  For 
details as regards 
submission of contributed 
papers, please see the 
main Conference website 
http://www.11acc.org .   
 

The invited papers will centre around risk assessment as 
regards chemicals in the environment. Our keynote speaker 
will be Professor Paolo Ricci from the University of San 
Francisco, USA.  Professor Ricci is one of the world’s leading 
authorities on risk assessment and he will describe the way in 
which environmental chemists can provide data of maximum 
use as regards human and environmental health risk 
assessment.  Other invited speakers include Dr. Glen Shaw 
(University of Queensland), who will describe risk assessment 
of cyanobacterial and dinoflagellate toxins.  
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At a national meeting in February, water scientists and 
managers from around Australia expressed their desire to see 
improved and more wide-ranging quality assurance programs 
in their field.  The meeting was sponsored by the Cooperative 
Research Centre for Water Quality and Treatment.  The head 
of the Centre, Professor Don Bursill noted that, despite the 
best efforts of Australia’s accreditation body (NATA), there 
were still problems as regards the quality of data produced by 
laboratories.  More frequent and rigorous quality assurance 
programs were the only answer and the water industry would 
have to fund these programs of it wanted reliable data. 
 
Speakers from the water industry reported instances of where 
bad data (coming from accredited laboratories) had placed 
their supply of safe drinking water in jeopardy.  It was agreed 
that a number of rigorous programs be set up to cover areas 
such as heavy metals, organics, cyanobacteria, 
Cryptosporidium and Giardia in water.  Funding will be sought 
from the water industry.  The programs would be modeled on 
the Low Level Nutrient Collaborative Trials, currently funded by 
the Cooperative Research Centre for Water Quality and 
Treatment.  This program, which involves a number of 
overseas countries in addition to Australia, places particular 
emphasis on the use of real-time samples, detection limits 
within a realistic range, frequency of programs and fully 
interactive feedback to participants.  For further information on 
the Low Level Nutrient Collaborative Trials, contact Dan Wruck 
at Queensland Health Scientific Services 
(Dan_Wruck@health.qld.gov.au ).  Further news of the new 
collaborative trials involving other determinands will appear in 
subsequent issues of NECTAR. 
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The Southeast Asia 
Environmental Forensics 
Conference will be held from 
September 19-21, 2005 at the 
National Chengchi University, 
Taipei, Taiwan.  The meeting 
will cover all aspects of 
environmental forensics (i.e. 
tracing specific sources of 
pollutant release) as regards 
air, water and soil.  One day 
of the meeting will be devoted 
to each matrix.  Included in 
the meeting will be sessions 
on the detective use of tools 
as diverse as biomarkers, 
aerial photography, remote sensing, as well as identifying 
sources of pollutants such as PCBs, PAHs, Dioxins and 
endocrine disrupters.  There will be plenary papers, contributed 
papers and also workshop sessions, aimed at providing an 
opportunity for detailed sharing of information. 
 
For further information, visit the conference website 
http://www.environmentalforensics.org 
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A Short Course in Environmental Health Risk 
Assessment will be held from 18-22 July 2005 in 
Brisbane, Australia.  The course is jointly 
organized by the National Research Centre for 
Environmental Toxicology (EnTox), Queensland 

Health Scientific Services and Griffith University School of 
Australian Environmental Studies.  The organizers intend the 
course is to be of relevance to all who are working, teaching or 
researching in environmental health, health risk assessment or 
related fields. Presenters from Australia, Hong Kong and USA 

will offer comprehensive 
coverage of all risk 
assessment topics, ranging 
from analytical aspects to 
use of probabilistic 
techniques.  In addition, a 
practical component will be 
included in which 
participants work through a 
risk assessment on cases 

related to real-life situations.  The course fee of A$1150 covers 
all of the program meals and conference dinner.  For further 
information, contact Helen Byrnes (h.byrnes@uq.edu.au ). 
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The Nepal Chemical Society has recently elected a new 
Council, chaired by Prof. Dr. Krishna Manandhar.  They may 
be contacted by e-mail on nepchemsoc@yahoo.com and will 
no doubt keen to discuss environmental problems in their 
country. 


